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ARTIST FAHAMU PECOU WELCOMES HIP-HOP ARTIST KILLER MIKE AND
SCHOLAR DR. ARTURO LINDSAY TO PARTICIPATE IN iNTERSESSIONS™
Part of Fahamu Pecou’s DO or DIE: Affect, Ritual, Resistance 
 Exhibition At The Halsey Institute Of Contemporary Art


CHARLESTON, SC – The Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art at the College of Charleston presents a solo exhibition entitled Fahamu Pecou’s DO or DIE: Affect, Ritual, Resistance, August 26 – October 8, 2016. Fahamu Pecou is an Atlanta-based visual artist and scholar whose works combine observations on hip-hop, fine art and popular culture. Pecou is profoundly involved in exploring the state of Black existence – life and death – in his work.  In programming connected to the exhibition Pecou will host an installment of interSessions: The Art X Hip-Hop Dialogues™, a series of curated conversations between figures from the arts and the hip-hop communities. The event will take place on September 9, 2016 at 7pm at the Recital Hall located in the Simons Center For the Arts at The College Of Charleston. This session will feature Michael Render, better known by his stage name Killer Mike, an American hip-hop recording artist and activist, and Dr. Arturo Lindsay, an artist and scholar who conducts ethnographic research on African spiritual and aesthetic retentions in contemporary American cultures. This particular interSessions™ will begin with an open forum between all 3 participants discussing the impact of Pecou’s exhibition. It will then flow freely as the participants continue dialogue around the potential role of art and hip-hop in today’s social climate.  Says Pecou, “The goal of interSessions™ is to provide a platform that reveals the often unconsidered intersections between the fine arts and hip-hop culture. These conversations privilege access and community engagement and encourage meaningful dialogue between often disparate communities.” The event is co-sponsored by the College of Charleston’s First Year Experience Program and is open to the public. 
	Pecou’s exhibition itself, DO or DIE: Affect, Ritual, Resistance, serves as one artist’s action to elevate and re-contextualize Black life and death. Through performance, painting, drawing and video Pecou reframes our view. The artist has also produced a full album and video as part of the exhibition. Killer Mike performs with Pecou in one of the songs on the album. In this exhibition Pecou incorporates references from Yoruba/ Ifa ritual to cultural retentions of hip-hop to the philosophy of Négritude, and through this shapes a story that seeks to affirm life via an understanding of the balance between life and death.
Exhibit and programs are free and open to the public. For more information on the exhibit or other programs please visit http://halsey.cofc.edu/.

Correlating events during the exhibition currently include:
PUBLIC OPENING RECEPTION
Friday, August 26, 6:30 – 8PM
LECTURE & GALLERY WALK-THROUGH WITH FAHAMU PECOU 
Saturday, August 27, 2PM
INTERSESSIONS
Friday, September 9, 7PM

 
Michael Render (born April 20, 1975), better known by his stage name Killer Mike, is an American hip hop recording artist, actor and activist from Atlanta, Georgia. He is the founder of Grind Time Official Records, which he launched through the SMC and Fontana Distribution. Mike made his debut on "Snappin' and Trappin'", from OutKast's 2000 LP Stankonia, and later appeared on the Grammy-winning song "The Whole World", a single from OutKast's greatest hits album Big Boi and Dre Present...OutKast. He has since released five full-length albums as a solo artist. In December 2008, Mike confirmed he signed to fellow Atlanta-based rapper T.I.'s Grand Hustle Records. In 2012, he released R.A.P. Music, produced entirely by American rapper-producer El-P. In 2013, the two subsequently formed a duo, branding themselves Run the Jewels. The two signed to Fool's Gold Records and released their self-titled debut in June of that year.

Killer Mike is also known as a social and political activist, focusing on subjects including social equality, police brutality, and systemic racism. In addition to addressing themes of racism and police brutality in his music, he has also delivered several lectures at college universities, written about social justice topics for publications such as Billboard, and been the subject of televised and published interviews regarding police misconduct and race relations. He is a visible and vocal supporter of Bernie Sanders during his 2016 U.S. presidential campaign.

Dr. Arturo Lindsay is an artist-scholar who conducts ethnographic research on African spiritual and aesthetic retentions in contemporary American cultures. His research findings are manifested in works of art, scholarly lectures and articles. A native of Colon, a seaport city on the Caribbean coast of the Republic of Panama, Lindsay migrated with his parents to New York City at age 12 and settled in Brooklyn.
 
Lindsay’s work is represented in important private and public collections nationwide and abroad. As a scholar, Lindsay has lectured and published several essays on “New” World African aesthetic retentions. He is the editor of Santería Aesthetics in Contemporary Latin American Art published by the Smithsonian Institution Press. 

Dr. Lindsay is Professor Emeritus and former chair of the Department of Art and Art History at Spelman College. He received his Doctor of Arts (D.A.) degree from New York University and holds a Master of Fine Arts (MFA) degree in Painting from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst. He was the 2006 Distinguished Batza Family Chair at Colgate University; the 2005 Kemp Distinguished Visiting Professor at Davidson College in Davidson, NC; and the 1999 Fulbright Senior Scholar at the University of Panama.

In 2012 Lindsay was selected by the Department of State and the Bronx Museum of the Arts to represent the United States in Cairo, Egypt as part of smARTpower.

Fahamu Pecou is an Atlanta-based visual artist and scholar whose works combine observations on hip-hop, fine art and popular culture. Pecou’s work is featured in noted private and public national and international collections including; Smithsonian National Museum of African American Art and Culture, Societe Generale (Paris), Nasher Museum at Duke University, The High Museum of Art, Paul R. Jones Collection, Clark Atlanta University Art Collection and Museum of Contemporary Art Georgia.
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ABOUT THE HALSEY INSTITUTE: The Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art at the College of Charleston provides a multidisciplinary laboratory for the production, presentation, interpretation, and dissemination of ideas by innovative visual artists from around the world. As a non-collecting museum, we create meaningful interactions between adventurous artists and diverse communities within a context that emphasizes the historical, social, and cultural importance of the art of our time.
Location of the Halsey Institute: The Marion and Wayland H. Cato Jr. Center for the Arts 
161 Calhoun Street, 1st Floor (on the corner of St. Philip & Calhoun Streets), Charleston, SC, 29401
Parking: Available in the St. Philip and George Street Garages
Gallery hours: Monday – Saturday, 11:00AM – 4:00PM (Open until 7:00PM on Thursdays) during exhibitions, or by appointment. FREE and OPEN to the public
Tours: Guided group tours are offered through the Halsey Institute’s Looking to See program. Contact Maya McGauley at mcgauleym@cofc.edu for inquiries. 
For more information: Contact the Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art by calling (843) 953-HICA (4422) or visiting www.halsey.cofc.edu.   
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