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THE HALSEY INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART PRESENTS THE EXHIBITION AHEAD OF THE WRECKING BALL: RONALD RAMSEY AND THE PRESERVATION OF CHARLESTON
On view: January 20 – March 4, 2017
http://halsey.cofc.edu/exhibitions/ahead-of-the-wrecking-ball-2/

CHARLESTON, SC – The Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art at the College of Charleston presents a solo exhibition entitled Ahead of the Wrecking Ball: Ronald Ramsey and the Preservation of Charleston, January 20 – March 4, 2017, featuring drawings of historic—and in many cases, demolished—buildings by Ronald Ramsey. The exhibition will also include several objects from Ramsey’s collection, consisting of artifacts from historic buildings and structures throughout Charleston.
	For the last several decades, Ramsey has focused on meticulously documenting historical buildings—particularly those slated for demolition to make way for hotels and condominiums—in Charleston. As old buildings in the historically-minded city become condemned and readied for demolition, he secrets himself inside and liberates various seemingly mundane objects from their impending destruction. Such objects, like hinges, shutter dogs, decorative ironwork, doorknobs, and other ubiquitous building artifacts gain new relevance once they become part of his salvaged collection, which traces architectural styles from Charleston’s rich architectural legacy. Along with these objects, Ramsey creates fastidiously detailed drawings of old building facades in the city. As a self-taught artist with a keen eye for detail—as well as a desire to fully document historic styles in Charleston—his drawings are inexplicably realistic and provide excellent reproductions of buildings lost long ago.
	Charleston buildings reproduced by him include:
-the former Camden Depot on Ann Street (now part of the Best Friend of Charleston Museum)
-Charleston Court House on Broad Street
-White Swan Laundry on King Street
-classic Charleston-style single houses and historic churches

For the exhibition Ahead of the Wrecking Ball, the Halsey Institute will present a large selection of Ramsey’s drawings from the last thirty years. The show will also feature arrays of objects he has collected, along with notebooks he has created which contain ephemera of many of his favorite buildings now gone (stationary, business receipts, newspaper clippings, and advertisements). Here in the birthplace of the preservation movement in America, Ahead of the Wrecking Ball will reveal one man’s relentless efforts to painstakingly chronicle the very buildings that give Charleston its historic renown.
[bookmark: _GoBack]	Programming connected to the exhibition will include an artist talk in early February, as well as workshops and tours with select K-12 schools and members of the College of Charleston community. The exhibition and programming are free and open to the public.  For more information visit www.halsey.cofc.edu.

Correlating events during the exhibition currently include:
GALLERY WALK-THROUGH WITH RONALD RAMSEY 
February 11, 2017
ABOUT THE HALSEY INSTITUTE: The Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art at the College of Charleston provides a multidisciplinary laboratory for the production, presentation, interpretation, and dissemination of ideas by innovative visual artists from around the world. As a non-collecting museum, we create meaningful interactions between adventurous artists and diverse communities within a context that emphasizes the historical, social, and cultural importance of the art of our time.
Location of the Halsey Institute: The Marion and Wayland H. Cato Jr. Center for the Arts 
161 Calhoun Street, 1st Floor (on the corner of St. Philip & Calhoun Streets), Charleston, SC, 29401
Parking: Available in the St. Philip and George Street Garages
Gallery hours: Monday – Saturday, 11:00AM – 4:00PM (Open until 7:00PM on Thursdays) during exhibitions, or by appointment. FREE and OPEN to the public
Tours: Guided group tours are offered through the Halsey Institute’s Looking to See program. Contact Maya McGauley at mcgauleym@cofc.edu for inquiries. 
For more information: Contact the Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art by calling (843) 953-HICA (4422) or visiting www.halsey.cofc.edu.   
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